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SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

MAT 11-12, 1916. 



As announced in the last number of the Journal, an ex- 
cellent program has been prepared for the approaching 
annual meeting. The annual address will be presented by 
Hon. Fred J. Kern, of Belleville, President of the State 
Board of Administration. 

The program in full is as follows : 

Ordee op Exercises — Senate Chamber. 

Thursday Morning, May 11, 10 'Clock. 

Mr. N. H. Debel, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois — 
"The Veto Power of the Governor of Illinois." 

Mr. Ealph Linton, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois — 
"The Indian History of Illinois." 

Mr. Joseph J. Thompson, Chicago, Illinois — " Oddities in 
Early Illinois Laws." 

Thursday Afternoon, 2:30 'Clock. 
Rev. W. A. Provine, Nashville, Tenn. — " Jacques Thimete 
DeMombreun." 
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Eev. Ira W. Allen, Paris, Illinois — " Early Presbyterian- 
ism in East Central Illinois." 

Thursday Evening, 8:00 'Clock. 

Eeception — Governor and Mrs. Edward F. Dunne will 
receive the Historical Society at the Executive Mansion. 

Mr. W. J. Onahan, Chicago, Illinois — "Random Recollec- 
tions of Sixty Years in Chicago.' ' 

Friday Morning. 
Meeting of Directors in Office of Secretary at 9:00 o'clock. 

Senate Chamber. 
Friday Morning, May 12, 10:00 O 'Clock. 
Business Meeting of the Society — Reports of officers, 
reports of committees, miscellaneous business, election of 
officers. 

Prof. J. A. James, Northwestern University, Evanston, 
Illinois — "The Work of the Illinois Park Commission and 
the Preservation of Historical Sites." 

Friday Afternoon, 2:30 O 'Clock. 

Mr. O. W. Aldrich, Columbus, Ohio — "Slavery and Invol- 
untary Servitude in Illinois." 

Miss Mabel E. Fletcher, High School, Decatur, Illinois — 
"Old Settlers' Tales." 

Friday Evening, 8:00 O 'Clock. 
Hon. Fred J. Kern, Belleville, Illinois — Annual Address, 
"The First Two Counties of Illinois and Their People." 



ILLINOIS CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. 



The Forty-eighth General Assembly passed an Act calling 
the attention of the people of Illinois to the fact that in the 
year 1918 Illinois will have completed its first century as a 
state of the Federal Union. 

This Act, which was introduced by the late Senator Camp- 
bell S. Hearn, of Adams County, provided for the creation 
of a Commission to plan and arrange for the Centennial 
celebration. Senator Hearn was, upon the organization of 
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the Commission, made its chairman, and Mrs. Jessie Palmer 
Weber was elected Secretary of the Commission. The Com- 
mission made plans for a great celebration. 

The Forty-ninth General Assembly passed a bill for the 
continuance of the Commission and made an appropriation 
for the purpose. This bill was vetoed by the Governor on 
constitutional grounds, as it provided that two-thirds of the 
Commission be appointed from the members of the General 
Assembly, and the Constitution of the State provides that 
members of the General Assembly shall not hold other civil 
offices during their terms as members of the General As- 
sembly. 

A new bill was then drawn, providing that the Governor 
appoint the members of the Commission. This bill passed 
and the members of the Commission have been appointed by 
Governor Dunne. They are : 

Dr. Otto L. Schmidt, Chicago, chairman; Jessie Palmer 
Weber, Springfield, secretary; Dr. Edward Bowe, Jackson- 
ville; M. J. Daugherty, Galesburg; N. W. Duncan, LaSalle; 
Oscar W. Eckland, Chicago; Eev. E. W. Ennis, Hillsboro; 
Evarts B. Greene, Urbana ; Hugh S. Magill, Jr., Springfield ; 
John Schultz, Beardstown ; Thomas F. Scully, Chicago ; Eev. 
Frederic Siedenburg, Chicago; Charles H. Starkel, Belle- 
ville; John E. Traeger, Chicago; Peter A. Waller, Kewanee. 

The Commission has met and organized, and has arranged 
in a general way to carry out the plans as outlined by the 
previous Commission. Plans have been made for presenting 
the subject of the Centennial Celebration to county officials 
throughout the State and to urge them to form county organ- 
izations for the observance in 1918 of the Centennial by each 
county in the State and for a great general celebration at the 
State Capital. 

The Commission seeks to arouse the interest of the citizens 
of the State in the Centennial, and will welcome suggestions 
for its observance. The general plan for the celebration is 
in substance as follows : 
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The State Centennial Commission. 

The Act creating the Illinois Centennial Commission 
directs it to arrange for and conduct a celebration in honor 
of the State's Centennial. 

The Commission plans for an impressive Centennial ob- 
servance by the official Government of the State of Illinois 
at the State Capital, and also hopes to arouse the counties, 
cities and towns of the State to celebrate the Centennial year 
in their respective localities, officially, assisted by their local 
bodies of educational, social and commercial organizations. 

It is the earnest desire of the Commission to do everything 
in its power to promote an adequate and dignified observance 
of the Illinois Centennial Celebration and it has arranged a 
general plan as outlined in the following pages. 

Centennial Memokial Publications. 

In accordance with the general policy of marking the 
Centennial year by work of permanent value, the Commis- 
sion has made arrangements for the publication of a Centen- 
nial History of Illinois, which is expected to appear in 1918. 
The plan, as adopted by the first Commission in 1913 and 
recently confirmed by the present Commission, provides for 
a history of the State from the beginning of European col- 
onization to the present time, with some introductory account 
of the Indian aboriginal population. The first volume will 
cover the periods of French and British dominion, the 
Revolution, and the territorial period, closing with the admis- 
sion of Illinois as a State in 1818. The second volume, en- 
titled "The Frontier State,' ' will cover the first thirty years 
of statehood; Volume III, the era of sectional controversy 
and civil war; and the last two volumes will bring the nar- 
rative down to date, with special attention to industrial 
development and governmental problems. The whole series 
is under the editorial supervision of Professor Clarence W. 
Alvord, of the State University, who is well known to stu- 
dents of Illinois history as the editor of the "Collections of 
the Illinois State Historical Library/ ' In addition to this 
comprehensive history, the Commission expects to publish 
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this year a special volume entitled " Illinois in 1818." 

In planning this series of publications, emphasis is laid on 
the importance of so telling the story that it shall be not only 
scientific in spirit, and accurate in its presentation of facts, 
but also interesting to the general reader. 

Centennial Memorial Building. 

The General Assembly has already recognized the propri- 
ety and importance of a building to commemorate the one 
hundredth anniversary of Illinois as a State of the Federal 
Union, by appropriating funds for the purchase of land to 
be used as the site for such a building. This building is much 
needed on account of the crowded condition of the Capitol, 
and the proposed Centennial Memorial Building should 
contain all the features that have been planned for it from 
the standpoint of the State's needs as a practical office build- 
ing, and also be a magnificent memorial, providing ade- 
quately for the historical collections of the State, its archives 
and other collateral interests. 

It is now too late for such a building to be completed and 
dedicated as a part of the Centennial Celebration, but it can 
be begun and well on its way toward completion and can show 
at that time that Illinois has not forgotten to provide a 
lasting and beautiful memorial of its first century of progress 
as a Sovereign State of the Union. 

Historical Statues and Markings. 

It is the opinion of the Commission that it is not desirable 
to include in the work of the official celebration by the State 
a large number of statues or monuments. It seems best that 
this matter be largely left to the particular counties or cities 
who may recognize, in the Centennial year, men who have 
been especially associated with such localities. The Com- 
mission desires, however, to give its cordial endorsement and 
support to the plans inaugurated by the Forty-eighth Gen- 
eral Assembly, and now being carried on by the State Art 
Commission, for the erection of statues in commemoration 
of Lincoln and Douglas on the Capitol grounds. We would 
further suggest the desirability of making preparations at 
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this time for a monument or tablet especially recognizing the 
services of Nathaniel Pope, territorial delegate in Congress 
at the time of the admission of Illinois into the Union, to 
whom the chief credit for the passage of the enabling act in 
its final form is due. 

Publicity. 

Since publicity is the one thing necessary to the unqualified 
success of the Centennial Celebration, a special committee 
on publicity has been appointed. This committee, working 
in conjunction with the other committees, especially the 
State-wide and Publication Committees, hopes to attract the 
attention of the public to the celebration in 1918 so that 
every man, woman and child in the State will not only know 
the general facts of the celebration, but will be familiar with 
its details. 

Much work has already been done to prepare the way for 
this publicity, especially in communications to the news- 
papers of the State. Over 20,00*0 news items relating to the 
activities of the Commission and the Centennial plans have 
been furnished the newspapers of Illinois and neighboring 
states, and it seems a reasonable assumption that there can 
hardly be any one within the State whose attention has not 
been called to the approaching Centenary. 

Beginning in the fall of 1916 the newspaper propaganda 
will be renewed and publicity will be sought through many 
channels, especially through public and private schools, 
teachers' institutes, and by public addresses given by mem- 
bers or representatives of the Centennial Commission. No 
effort will be spared to bring before the people of this State 
the fact that the Centennial is fast approaching and that it 
must be celebrated in a manner befitting the occasion. 

The press has already taken up the work with great in- 
terest; the schools ancl other agencies will no doubt gener- 
ously respond and the committee looks forward without 
misgivings that its work will be a big factor in the success 
of the Centennial Celebration. 
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The Celebration at the State Capital. 

It is planned to make the celebration at the State Capital 
an event of State- wide significance and historical importance. 
An important feature will be the Centennial Exposition, 
displaying the agricultural and manufacturing progress of 
the State with its varied resources. There will also be a 
Historical Pageant, setting forth graphically and with ar- 
tistic beauty the wonderful development that has been 
attained in a hundred years of progress. It is the purpose 
of the Commission to make the dedicatory program particu- 
larly impressive and one of the principal features of the 
Centennial observance. An effort will be made to interest 
other states of the Union in this program, and, because of 
the world-famed characters that Illinois has produced, it is 
not unlikely that other nations may send representatives to 
participate in this event. 

It is probable that the celebration at the State Capital will 
be held during the first two weeks of October, 1918. The 
sixth of October, the day upon which the first Governor of 
Illinois was inaugurated, will be observed in a special man- 
ner. It is suggested that county celebrations be not held 
during these two weeks, as it is greatly desired that all the 
people of the State may be free during this period to attend 
the great celebration at Springfield. 

Local Celebrations Throughout the State. 

It is apparent that it would be impossible to hold the at- 
tention of six millions of people for one day or to assemble 
them at one place for the celebration, hence it is suggested 
that the county be made the unit, and organized for local 
celebrations, as outlined in a letter recently sent by the Com- 
mission to certain county officials. 

Time of Celebration. 

It is the plan of the Illinois Centennial Commission to have 
the State ablaze throughout 1918 with the great celebration. 

It is probable that the celebration at the State Capital 
will occur during the first two weeks in October, 1918. 
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Weather conditions are likely to be favorable at that season, 
and it will be the duty and privilege of all citizens of the 
State to aid in this, great celebration, festival and jubilee. 

The University of Illinois will at this time celebrate the 
fiftieth anniversary of its organization with great and 
impressive ceremony, and it is expected that this will be a 
part of the State's observance of its Centennial. 

If the people of the State appreciate the significance and 
grandeur of the occasion and a united effort is made to 
observe it in a manner appropriate to its importance, the 
Illinois Centennial will present to the world a celebration 
which will be the greatest of its kind ever given in America, 
and it will be a standard for the younger states to attempt 
to equal when their centennial anniversaries occur. 



THE INDIANA CENTENNIAL. 



The year 1916 is the one hundredth anniversary of the 
admission of the State of Indiana into the Federal Union. 

Our sister and neighboring state is celebrating this anni- 
versary under the auspices of the Indiana Historical Com- 
mission. A splendid plan for celebrations in each county has 
been formulated. The Historical Commission sends out 
weekly letters giving information of these local celebrations 
and advice and suggestions in regard to them. 

THhe general or State celebration will be held in Indian- 
apolis October 2-14. Illinois can have the benefit of Indiana's 
experience and should profit by its successes and avoid such 
features as shall have been found to be unsatisfactory. 



THE ST. CLAIR COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



The Historical Society of St. Clair County met March 25, 
1916, in the probate court room at Belleville and elected the 
following officers for the ensuing year : 

President — J. Nick Perrin. 
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Vice-President— E. A. Woelk. 

Secretary — E. W. Plegge. 

Treasurer — W. A. Hough. 

The Program Committee, consisting of H. Gt. Schmidt, A. 
M. Wolleson and C. P. Boyer, made a report and was con- 
tinued in office. Its report related to the celebration of 
the anniversary of the organization of St. Clair County, to 
be held April 27th. 

The program for that occasion is to consist of musical 
numbers and an address by Judge Walter B. Douglas, vice- 
president of the Missouri Historical Society. Dr. R. H. 
Mace, of St. Louis, Judge Augustus Chenot and Judge 
Winkelman will also address the Society. 

A motion was adopted unanimously that all organizations 
and the general public be invited to assist in the celebration, 
which is to take place in the probate court room. 



GIFTS OF BOOKS, LETTERS AND MANUSCRIPTS TO THE ILLINOIS 
STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY AND SOCIETY. 

Alaska Bureau — Seattle Chamber of Commerce, Seattle, Washington. 
"Alaska, Our Frontier Wonderland." 112 pp. 8 vo., Seattle, Wash. Published 
by the Alaska- Seattle Chamber of Commerce. Gift of the Alaska Bureau 
Chamber of Commerce, Seattle, Wash. 

Douglas, Stephen A. Steel engraving of Stephen A. Douglas. 

Columbus, Christopher. Steel engraving by Gunther. Gift of Miss Lydia 
Dexter of Chicago. 

Griggsville Reflector. Newspaper, July 12, 1879, to July 13, 1882. Published 
at Griggsville, 111. F. K. and B. L. Strother, proprietors. Gift of James A. 
Farrand, Griggsville, 111. 

Hennepin Township, Civil War. Names of Hennepin Township Soldiers in 
Civil War. Gift of J. B. Albert, Hennepin, HI. 

Illinois Constitutional Convention — Debates and Proceedings of the Con- 
stitutional Convention of the State of Illinois Convened at the City of 
Springfield, Tuesday, December 13, 1869. Ely, Burnham and Bartlett, official 
stenographers. 2 vols. Springfield, E. L. Merritt & Co., 1870. Gift of Hon. 
Charles P. Kane, Springfield, 111. 

Indiana Volunteer Infantry — Hight's History of the 58th Indiana Volunteer 
Inf. Comp. by Gilbert R. Stormont from mss. prepared by the late Chaplain 
John J. Hight. Princeton, Press of the Clarion, 1895, 557 pp. Gift of G. R. 
Stormont, comp. Princeton, Ind. 

Iowa — Education — History of Education in Iowa by Clarence R. Aurner, 
pub. Iowa City, Iowa, 464 pp., vol. III. Gift of Historical Society of Iowa, 
Iowa City, la- 
Johns Hopkins University— The Postal Power of Congress, a Study in Con- 
stitutional Expansion by Lindsay Rogers, Ph.D. LL. B. Series XXXTV, No. 
2, 189 pp. 8vo., Baltimore, 1916. The Johns Hopkins Press. Gift of Johns Hop- 
kins University, Baltimore, Md. 
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Kansas Historical Collections— Vol. XIII, 1918-1914. Edited by William B. 
Connelley, Sec'y. Topeka, 1915. 602 pp. Gift of Kansas State Historical 
Society, Topeka, Kan. 

Lake Mohonk Conference— Report of the Thirty-third Annual Lake Mohonk 
Conference on the Indian and other dependent peoples. October 20, 21, 22, 
1915. Albany, N. Y. 200 pp. Gift of H. C. Phillips, Secy., Lake Mohonk, N. Y. 

Loomis Family — Descendants of Joseph Loomis in America, and his ante- 
cedents in the old world. The original published by Ellas Loomis, LL.D., 
1875. Revised by Elisha S. Loomis, Ph.D., 1908. Copy No. 416, 859 pp. 4to, 
1909. Pub. not given. Gift of Mr. Charles Joel Loomis, Joliet, 111. 

Michigan State Library— Supplementary Catalog of Books for District, 
Township and High School Libraries in the State of Michigan. Lansing, 
Mich., 1916. 106 pp. 8vo. Gift of Michigan State Library, Lansing, Mich. 

Michigan Library Commissioners— Sixteenth annual report of the State 
Board of Library Commissioners of Michigan for the year ending December 
31, 1915. 94 pp., 8vo. Lansing, Mich., 1916. Wynkoop, Hallenbeck, Crawford 
Co. (State Printers). Gift of Michigan State Library, Lansing, Mich. 

Monticello Seminary — Framed photograph of Miss Harriet Newell Haskell, 
principal Monticello Seminary, 1864-1907. Framed photograph of Miss 
Martina C. Errickson, principal Monticello Seminary, 1911 — . Presented by 
Mrs. Adelaide Barnes, Wichita, Kan. 

Moore Family — Extracts from reminiscences of the Moore Family, written 
for the centennial reunion and celebration of the settlement of the pioneers 
in the Illinois Country in 1782. By Captain J. Milton Moore, Jr. Typewritten 
copy. 'Gift of Mrs. Mary C. Eberman Clark, 221 Stephenson St., Freeport, 111. 

Muhlenberg County, Ky.— A history of Muhlenberg County, Ky. By Otto A. 
Rothert. J. P. Morton & Co., Louisville, Ky., 1913. 496 pp., 8vo. Gift of Otto 
A. Rothert, Louisville, Ky. 

Nelson, (Rev) David. Picture of Rev. David Nelson, Quincy, 111., writer 
of the hymn, "The Shining Shore." Gift of Miss Mary Bull, Quincy, 111. 

Nicolet, John — John Nicolet — Exercises at unveiling of tablet commemo- 
rating the Discovery and Exploration of the Northwest July 12, 1915, Lan- 
sing, Mich. Michigan Historical Commission, 1915, 25 pp. Gift of Michigan 
Historical Commission, Lansing, Mich. 

Ottawa, Illinois. Authors— Typewritten list of Ottawa, Illinois, authors. 
Gift of Mrs. Clarence Griggs, Ottawa, HI. 

Paine, Lyman May— My ancestors. A Memorial of John Paine and Mary 
Ann May of East Woodstock, Conn. Comp. by their son, Lyman May Paine, 
Chicago, 1914. 240 pp. Gift of Lyman May Paine, 105 W. Monroe St 
Chicago, 111. 

Reynolds, Charley— Life story of Charley Reynolds, General Custer's chief 
of scouts. Reprinted from the Potter Weekly Kansan. Gift of George J. 
Remsburg. Potter, Kan. 

Stevenson— Letitia Green and Adlai Ewing Stevenson. In Memoriam. 85 

pp. Gift of Hon. Lewis G. Stevenson, Secretary of State, Springfield 111. 

.J? aS £ ln J? on and Lincoln— Picture of Washington and Lincoln, 'entitled 

tm i n^tlL l nd J^J iOU , r of ° Ur Countr y-" Gift of Thomas Peaker, 1125 
N. 10th St, Springfield, HI. 

v^ftv ey MM^ iVerSit ^"" Wesley Bi - Cen tennial, 1703-1903. Wesleyan Uni- 
mi Tsofi w \° Wn ' ?r°T" , 1904 ' 239 PP - 8vo ' Seventy-fifth Anniversary 
183^-1906. Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn., 1907. 216 pp. 8vo Gifts 
of Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn. Two pams 

r^I!n ams ^ L 5; wren ,? e - Ancestry of Lawrence Williams (in two parts). 
M1 «n^ ?°~ nell& » B ^ W Williams, Chicago. Privately printed 1915. 
291 pp. Gift of Cornelia Bartow Williams, 1362 Astor St., Chicago III 



